
Travioor: 7 Unique Things to do in Amsterdam for the Non-Tourist 
 
Amsterdam is a city with many different faces. Known internationally for its liberal tolerance 
policies towards drugs and prostitution, in some ways it is a city filled with sin. However, it’s 
many bike paths and the Dutch historical relationship with the sea and water management, it is 
also a city with a deep commitment to environmentalism. In other ways still, it is a fantastic 
place for families, with engaging kid-friendly activities at every major cultural site. In short, it is 
a city for everyone and attracts millions of tourists every year to experience the thousands of 
different things that it has to offer, but the vast majority tend to stay with in the fairly contained 
city center. Here are seven hidden secrets of Amsterdam that will give you a different experience 
beyond the traditional.  
 
Java/KNSM Island 
 
A mere ten-minute bike ride east of Amsterdam’s Central Station, this little man-made island sits 
in the quiet neighborhood of Zeeburg in the middle of the IJ (pronounced “eye”) river. Originally 
two separate breakwaters built to protect the pre-existing land behind it, the soil was leveled in 
the 20th century for the headquarters of Koninklijke Nederlandse Stoomboot-Maatschappij, a 
shipping company that owned the land. Today it has been converted to residential housing, and 
in the two islands are now connected by Azartplein, where the tram stop is located.  
 
The island offers fantastic forms of inexpensive entertainment. It is the perfect size for a long 
walk, either simply around the edge or up and down the small canals that run across the width of 
it. There is a beautiful park located next to Azartplein that is the perfect spot for picnics and 
swimming in the summer. The entire southern side of the island offers and amazing view of the 
cruise ship terminal, and it is an interesting site to see boats larger than buildings pulling in and 
out. For coffee or beer, the Kanis en Meiland (a play on words that is meant to sound like the 
Dutch pronunciation of “KNSM Island” is a beautiful place to spend an afternoon reading or 
chatting with friends.  
 
Studio K 
 
Ten minutes away from Kenis en Meiland is Studio K, a restaurant, café, movie theater, and club 
all wrapped into one, offering an incredibly hip vibe in an area of town that is rarely frequented 
by tourists. Despite sitting adjacent to a major StayOkay hostel, Studio K feels distinctly local 
and flies under-the-radar compared to the larger and more famous clubs in Leidseplein and 
Rembrandtplein. It is a perfect spot for young people to spend their time, either partying the 
night away or sipping on a cup of coffee.  
 
Located at Timorplein 62, 1094 CC Amsterdam, Netherlands 
 
Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam (OBA): The Amsterdam Public Library 
 
This library is truly a hidden gem in this fantastic city. Situated only ten minutes walking from 
the main train station, it offers amazing views of the city and a peaceful environment. The library 
is free to enter and spend time in (though wifi does cost money), and it is the best place to watch 



the sun set over the city and offers thousands of cultural activities per year. On the top floor of 
the complex is a beautiful café with coffee and beer and an outside patio.  
 
Located at Oosterdokskade 143, 1011 DL Amsterdam, Netherlands 
 
Hanneke’s Boom 
 
A stone’s throw away from the OBA is Hanneke’s Boom, a quaint spot that offers a lively 
atmosphere in the cold winter months as well as the warm summer ones. Hanneke’s Boom is 
quite unlike any other bar in Amsterdam. It sits on the river IJ, hidden away from tourists but 
located in one of the most central parts of the city and offering a fantastic view of the bustling 
area. It’s a favorite spot for Dutch locals to park their boats and grab beers before continuing on 
their afternoon cruises, or simply to just stop and dangle their feet over the water.  
 
Located at Dijksgracht 4, 1019 BS Amsterdam, Netherlands 
 
P96 
 
P96 might not be as much of a “hidden” gem because it is in arguably one of the most touristy 
parts of the city, but it is a gem none the less. P96 is my favorite café/bar in all of Amsterdam for 
numerous reasons: it has a classic Dutch “brown bar” aesthetic, excellent nachos, and a 
wonderful beer selection at a reasonable price. One of the best things about P96 is the outdoor 
dining area, a boat floating on the Prinsengracht canal with plenty of seats and a fantastic view of 
the Westerkerk tower, the church that Anne Frank wrote about in her diary.  
 
Located at Prinsengracht 96, 1015 DZ Amsterdam, Netherlands 
 
Oosterpark 
 
Located on the eastern side of the city (“Oosterpark” literally translate to “Eastern Park”), 
Oosterpark is the lesser-known cousin to Vondelpark. While not as big as it’s more famous 
sibling, the wide open expanses offer a beautiful place to lay out on a sunny day. It’s easy to take 
advantage of the lax open-container laws and sip a cool white wine underneath a tree during the 
summer or go for a brisk walk or bike ride during the winter. Additionally, there are tons of 
amazing restaurants and places to grab drinks in the blocks that ring the park; my personal 
favorite is Caffe Milo (see, I gave you a bonus suggestion!).  
 
Located at Oosterpark, 1091 AC Amsterdam, Netherlands 
 
Bonus Caffe Milo: Linnaeusstraat 71h, 1093 EJ Amsterdam, Netherlands 
 
The Goat Farm in Het Amsterdamse Bos 
 
The “Geitenboerderij” is truly a hidden treasure. When I visited, only Dutch people were there! 
This small farm is located in the Amsterdamse Bos (“the Amsterdam Forest”), a large open park 
outside of the main city ring that is well worth the long bike ride if you’re feeling up for an 



adventure. Not only is the park beautiful and the ride through the city a great way to explore 
beyond the traditional tourist areas, the goat farm is free of charge and a marvelous experience 
for both children and those young at heart. A working farm with goats, chickens, sheep, pigs, 
cows, horses, and lambs, the farm takes the idea of “eating local” to a new level. Enjoy an 
organic lunch in the restaurant made with materials from the farm, sip a cappuccino made with 
goat milk, or buy freshly-made produce.   
 
Located at Nieuwe Meerlaan 4 1182 DB Amstelveen, the Netherlands 
 
There you have it, 7 of the best-kept secrets that Amsterdam has to offer, curated over 8 months 
in the city that has become my second home.   


